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1oNNNN 5.10

PARK AYALON - THE PLANT ASPECT
UZI PLITMANN

Background: The plant system is an integral and essential part of the park. Accordingly, the plant
components should (1) function as architectural or aesthetic entities, and (2) serve as foci of
recreation and interest.

Climatically, the whole district belongs to the Mediterranean phytogeographical region.
Nevertheless, owing to the mild temperatures and availability of water, this area can readily
maintain/support subtropical (even tropical) elements, indigenous and introduced.

Edaphically, the park area is composed of diverse soil types — heavy (alluvial) soils generally
along the wadi, various light soils (e.g. sandy loams) westwards and eastwards. In such a
diversity of ecological conditions, a rich flora can be planted, survive and flourish throughout the

year.

Guidelines : In planning the park, we have focused on three concepts:

(1) “A park is a park”: Open space with scattered shade- or ornamental trees, single or in
clusters. The open space might be partly covered with lawns and other cover plants (grasses,
shrublets and trailing species). It may contain some small or relatively large shady forest areas or
groves.

[Note that the natural vegetation at this area supposedly had been “savanna-like”: open formation
of dispersed trees and shrubs, with grasses and other herbs in between].

This whole area may be surrounded and crossed by boulevards, composed of

the same shade/ ornamental trees.

(2) Easy maintenance gardening: After 2-3 years since planting, the selected plants should
be established and from here on would start growing independently, without much care, except
for regular treatments (like cleaning or pruning). Thus man-power will be minimized. Also, the
selected plants will generally be of species or varieties with low water demands (e.g. evergreen
xerophytes), in order to save water.

3) The plants should furnish relaxation and evoke interest. This can be accomplished by
allocating limited special places for such special purposes: Tree enclosures (e.g. with a fountain
in the middle), pergolas with climbers, a Citrus grove, small Cacti garden (with Opuntia —

"Sabra"- at the background), odoriferous trails (e.g. for the blind), Palms’ circle, seasonal flower
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beds, etc. [Note that other such public elements - like grounds for sport and children’s activities

or paths for bike/horse- riding - are not included here].

Plant selection:

In general, the selected plants will be either from the local natural vegetation (and thus adapted
to the prevailing conditions), In accordance with our guidelines, most, if not all, species should
be woody trees and shrubs or long-term perennials.

Also, the choice should be of varieties that will render various colors (of leaves, flowers and
fruits) and shapes (architectural or decorative features) to the park through all the seasons.
[Note that the plants of the garbage mound —Tel Hiriya- and the water bodies —wadi and pond-

are not discussed in this context].

Genera and species:

The suitable species, preadapted from both the ecological and the horticultural aspects (i.e.
adapted to the area, easily maintained), and proven as functional and architectonic elements, are

suggested in the following list of the genera:

Potential candidates (a partial list):

Shade trees: Characters: Tall, with broad canopy,

evergreen or deciduous, with showy flowers/inflorescences: Delonix, Erythrina, Tipuana,
Eucalyptus, Tamarindus, Melia, Magnolia. Catalpa, Zelkova, Quercus (Q. Ithaburensis), Pinus
(P. Pinea).

Fruit trees and shrubs. Characters: Bearing edible and/or showy fruits in different

months: Mangifera, Ziziphus, Ceratonia (C. siliqua), Citrus, Figs. Exotic tropical fruit trees.
Grasses (excluding lawns). Characters: Perennial, erect, decorative: Bambusa,

Pennisetum, Cymbopogon ("lemon grass"), Saccharum.

Odoriferous plants. Characters: Bushes or sub-shrubs, flowers or leaves odoriferous:
Syringa, Plumeria, Melianthus, Calycotome (local but spiny), Murraya, Elaecagnus, Myrtus,
Retama, Rosmarinus, Thymus, Jasminum (climber).

Palms and palm-like plants (e.g. for the "Palm circle"): Phoenix, Cocos, Sabal,

Livistona, etc. Agavaceae (e.g. Cordilyne, Dracena), Ravenala.

Ornamental shrubs (colorful and/or decorative): Nandina, Sambucus, Bambusa,

Dracaena, Rhododendrons.

Fleshy plants (to be added to the Cacti center): Yucca, Aloe, Euphorbia.
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Climbers and vines (e.g. for the pergolas). Characters: Perennial, preferrably woody:

Vitis, Thunbergia, Actinidia ("kiwi"), Passiflora, Bougainvillea, Solandra, Quisqualis, Visteria.
Cover plants. Characters: Trailing or prostrate habit, preferably perennial with

rootstocks, foliage green or colored: Lippia, Dichondra, Ipomoea,

Hyparrhenia, Canna, Pistacia lentiscus (shrubby), Lantana (odoriferous leaves)..

Other picturesque or interesting plants: Trees and shrubs (for flowers and fruits) -

Jacaranda, Bauhinia, Koelreuteria, Acacia, Brachychiton, Castanea;

(for structure and shade) - Bombax or Adansonia, Liquidambar;

Flowering bushes and showy perennials: Hibiscus, Alcea, Acanthus, Oncocyclus Irises,
Gardenia.

Some of the above can be used as "multi-purpose"” elements, rendering shade and

fruit, cover and odor, etc.

Flowering annual herbs or geophytes need special attention and care and can be raised in special

beds only if money is availablefor their maintenance.
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